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Sometimes, we say:
“I have been working in the 
Pacific for 15 years”
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Capacity in 
SIDS

Technical and Human Capacity 
very low, but these countries are 
most vulnerable

Each of your organizations, even 
a single department, probably 
has more capacity than many 
countries
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What are we 
changing with 
our Science? 
• How do we set our research 

agenda?
• Is there a direct link with national 

or regional policy?
• Do we measure this?
• Do we give credit for technical 

reports comparable to peer-
reviewed publications?
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Invasive Green 
Mussel and the 
BW Convention

• Biodiversity was being displaced, YES
• BUT: people and economics were the factors that 

motivated change



STEP INTO NEW WORLDS 

THE ART WORLD



Hunga Tonga
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Crater Lake on 
Island (at 3 years 
old) 



We are so small !!





100 % 
Coral 
Cover



Cocos Island 
(Costa Rica)



Cocos Island (Costa Rica)





TBA21 
Treasure of 
Lima Project



Tagging Tiger Sharks (at night)









Coral Restoration





Mangrove Restoration



Shark and Ray Monitoring



Sea Turtle Conservation



Lionfish Control 
and Management



Make it popular to 
get the public 

engaged



Submerged Groundwater Discharges 
(UWI, Sandals, AHF and SUNY)



UWI – AHML, AHF and SIO 
3-D Imagery of Reefs



Engaging a 
new community
• How do you get in the door?



Engaging a 
new community
2 Simple Questions

• What do you need ?
• How can I help ?



Engaging a 
new community

One of my lessons I learnt

• W: Why
• A: Am
• I: I
• T: Talking??



Savannah 
State University 
– Tropical 
Marine Ecology 
Course in 
Jamaica
Started by just a 
conversation



What motivates 
me to protect the 
ocean?



Overarchin
g Principle
We will only protect what 
we think is important to us 



Thank you
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