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NAML Winter Meeting 2026 Agenda

Thursday, March 12, 2026
9:15 Coffee

3:00 Break

4:15 Break

5:30 Wine and Cheese Reception at Meeting Venue (dinner on your own)



Friday, March 13, 2026

8:00 Coffee

11:30 Break

12:30 Lunch and Adjourn



Biographical Sketches of Speakers and Potential Questions

Thursday, March 12

11:00 am: NOAA’s Strategic Priorities

Neil Jacobs, Ph.D.
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere & NOAA Administrator

Dr. Neil Jacobs is the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator. In this role, he provides
strategic direction and oversight for more than $6 billion in annual
spending, including investments in space innovation, autonomous
systemes, artificial intelligence, deep-sea exploration and numerical
weather prediction while developing industry partnerships to study
the oceans, address the seafood trade imbalance and support U.S.
commercial and recreational fishing.

Prior to his current appointment, he served as the Chief Science
Advisor for the Unified Forecast System within the University
Corporation for Atmospheric Research. Dr. Jacobs also previously
served as both Acting Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere and Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Environmental Observation and Prediction. He has held multiple
positions in both the private and academic sectors.

Dr. Jacobs is a Fellow of the American Meteorological Society and the recipient of the Society’s 2023
Kenneth C. Spengler Award for leadership in fostering community collaboration across the weather,
water and climate enterprise. He holds B.S. degrees in mathematics and physics from the University of
South Carolina and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in air-sea interaction and numerical weather prediction
from North Carolina State University.

Potential Questions:

e How can the community better support you and your priorities?

e |sthere more we can do to prepare our students to help them excel in the workforce? Are their
skillsets that you are looking for that we can incorporate into our curriculum and encourage our
students to pursue?

e Highlight how NAML lab capabilities and partnerships with NOAA are critical to accomplishing
his priorities, including those around mapping, seafood trade imbalance, aquaculture, eDNA,
recreational fishing issues, the North Atlantic Right Whale, indirect ROI at sanctuaries and
research reserves, weather prediction, and ship building (all issues he raised at the NOAA SAB
meeting on Tuesday).



4 12 pm Working Lunch: Application of Al in Marine Science and the Blue N

Economy

Ruoying He, Ph.D.
\_ Ocean Observing and Modeling Group, North Carolina State University )

Dr. Ruoying He is a Goodnight Innovation Distinguished Professor
in the Department of Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Sciences at
North Carolina State University. His research expertise spans from
coastal circulation dynamics and air-sea interaction to biophysical
interactions. As the director of the Ocean Observing and Modeling
Group, he conducts coastal ocean observations, remote sensing
data analyses, and leads the development of prediction models of
ocean circulation, air-sea-wave interactions, physical-
biogeochemical couplings, as well as data assimilation.

Dr. He is an Editor for AMS Journal of Al for the Earth Systems and
served as an Associated Editor for AGU Journal of Geophysical
Research-Oceans. He also serves on the editorial boards of several other scientific journals and on the
organizing committees of several major international science meetings. He was the co-chair of Gordon
Research Conference on Coastal Ocean Dynamics in 2017, and a member of National Academy of
Sciences-Loop Current study committee. He is presently also a member of NSF Ocean Observatories
Initiative Facility Board, and a science team member of International GODAE OceanView project.

Potential Questions:

e The administration’s June 2025 Al Action Plan has three policy pillars—Accelerating Innovation,
Building Al Infrastructure, and Leading International Diplomacy and Security. What do we need
to do now to ensure Al positively grows the marine economy, now and in the future?

e Arethere ways Al can be used to grow the marine economy that are currently being
overlooked?

e Are we currently collecting all the information we need to effectively use Al in marine science
and the blue economy?



/3:15 pm: Cooperative Institutes and NAML Members Working Together

(panel)

Clarissa Anderson, Ph.D.
Qirector, Cooperative Institute for Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Systems (CIMEAS)
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)

Dr. Clarissa Anderson is a biological oceanographer with
expertise in plankton ecology, ecological forecasting, bio
optics, and remote sensing. As research faculty at UCSC, she
led a talented team to establish the California Harmful
Algae Risk Mapping (C-HARM) system with NASA support,
now operational at NOAA NESDIS. At the Southern
California Coastal Observing System (SCCOQS), she has
helped California researchers extend the relevance of C-
HARM by creating the monthly CA HAB Bulletin.

As Director of the NOAA Cooperative Institute for Marine,
Earth, and Atmospheric Systems (CIMEAS) at SIO, she
stewards the management of R&D projects. As Director of SCCOOS, she manages a large network of
real-time ocean observing and modeling systems that range from high-frequency radar for surface
current measurements, ecosystem moorings, wave buoys, operational autonomous underwater
vehicles, automated shore station measurements of water quality, seabird and mammal observations,
fisheries cruise support, real-time circulation models, and harmful algal bloom and ocean acidification
monitoring.

Francis Chan, Ph.D.
Director, Cooperative Institute for Marine Ecosystem and Resources Studies (CIMERS)

Dr. Francis Chan is an Associate Professor at Oregon State
University’s Department of Integrative Biology and the Director of
the Cooperative Institute for Marine Ecosystem and Resources
Studies (CIMERS). His research focuses on marine ecology, with a
particular interest in the impacts of climate change on ocean
ecosystems.

Dr. Chan is renowned for his work on ocean acidification and
hypoxia, contributing significantly to our understanding of these
critical environmental issues. He is dedicated to advancing marine
science and fostering collaboration among researchers to address
the pressing challenges facing our oceans.




Paulinus Chigbu, Ph.D.

Director, Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center (LMRCSC)

Dr. Paulinus Chigbu is University System of Maryland Wilson H.
Elkins Professor of Marine Science at the University of Maryland
Eastern Shore (UMES). He has been Director of the NOAA LMRCSC
since 2006.

Since coming to UMES, he has established numerous programs for
research and education in the marine sciences, which he also
directs, including the National Science Foundation (NSF) CREST
Center for the Integrated Study of Coastal Ecosystem Processes
and Dynamics in the Mid-Atlantic Region (CREST-CISCEP) and the
NSF Research Experiences for Undergraduates site in Marine and
Estuarine Science. He is also Project Director of the geoscience
bridge program funded by NSF.

Dr. Chigbu’s primary research interests are fisheries and zooplankton ecology, particularly the
influence of variations in climatic factors on water quality and biota, and trophic dynamics in marine

and freshwater environments.

John Horne, Ph.D.

Director, Cooperative Institute for Climate, Ocean, and Ecosystem Studies (CICOES)

_X¥) X

program and the Center for Quantltative Science (QSCI). In addition to his work for University of
Washington, he collaborates with scientists at the NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center. He has won
the Medwin Prize in Acoustical Oceanography from the Acoustical Society of America.

As Director of the Cooperative Institute for Climate, Ocean, and
Ecosystem Studies (CICOES) at the University of Washington, Dr.
John Horne heads the institute’s multi-pronged research effort into
climate change, ocean acidification, fisheries and tsunamis.

In his own research, he uses acoustical techniques to understand
the spatial structure and abundance of aquatic organisms, which in
turn is used to inform resource management. He uses ecological
theory to predict the relative importance of biological and physical
processes on the distribution of fish, and his research scales from
the individual up to entire ecosystems. He is also associated with
the Quantitative Ecology and Resource Management (QERM)



Potential Questions:
e How does each Cl determine its priorities?
e Do Cls ever add partners to their cooperative agreement with NOAA? What is that process like?
e Can students at NAML labs participate more with cooperative institutes even if their lab isn’t
part of the CI?
e How are Cls doing in the current funding environment?



Friday, March 13

9:00 am: All Hands on Deck: Partnership Engagement for the Blue A

Economy and Ocean Conservation

Dayne Buddo, Ph.D.
\_ Founder and CEO, Discover70 Foundation, Inc )

Dr. Dayne Buddo is an experienced marine
conservation science and policy professional with over
20 years of experience. This spans over 40 countries
covering issues including marine protected areas,
ocean policy and governance, invasive species,
shipping, tourism, adaptation to climate change and
community engagement. He has worked in academia,
non-profits, United Nations bodies, private sector and
government. Dayne is currently the Regional Project
Coordinator for the USD 48 million
GEF/CAF/FAO/CRFM Project entitled, “Promoting
National Blue Economy Priorities Through Marine
Spatial Planning in the Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Plus Region" (BE-CLME + Project).

He was Director of Global Ocean Policy at Georgia Aquarium and led the Aquarium’s involvement in
state, national, and global policies for ocean conservation. Prior to joining Georgia Aquarium, Dr.
Buddo was the Director of the Bay Academy — Bay Ecotarium in San Francisco. Before moving to the
United States, he served as tenured faculty at the University of the West Indies (Jamaica) in marine
sciences for a decade. Dr Buddo was also CEO and Research Director for the Alligator Head Foundation
and Marine Lab focusing on marine protected areas. He was also the Marine Conservation Adviser for
the TBA21-Academy, an Art Foundation in Europe centered on ocean conservation and climate change.

Dayne has been a consultant for CARICOM, Government of Japan, the World Bank, International
Maritime Organization, the Nature Conservancy, among others. He has worked closely with the United
Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD), International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Global Environment Facility (GEF),
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) among other agencies. Dayne currently sits
on the Board of Advisers for The Ocean Foundation (USA), Fisheries Development Management Fund
(Jamaica), Caribbean Biodiversity Fund — Advancing the Circular Economy Committee and serves as the
UNESCO Caribbean Coordinator for Early Career Ocean Professionals (Ocean Decade Program — ECOP)
and continues to support several delegations to major United Nations Conferences on climate change
and ocean conservation.

Potential Questions:
e What is your best advice to students considering pursuing a career in marine science today?
e Has the role of non-federal partners evolved over the course of your career?

10



/" 10:00 am: Sea Grant Directors and NAML Members Working Together N
(panel)

Frederika Moser, Ph.D.
\_ Director, Maryland Sea Grant College Program, University System of Maryland )

Dr. Fredrika Moser is director of Maryland Sea Grant College. A
marine research leader and policy analyst, Dr. Moser has been
director since 2012. As Maryland Sea Grant’s research leader from
2001 to 2011, Dr. Moser helped develop several of the program’s
signature efforts to assist policy makers and natural resource
officials in making management decisions in the Chesapeake Bay
and Mid-Atlantic regions. One such multi-state project convened
scientific workshops to improve understanding and management
of aquatic invasive species. She has also led a long-running NSF
funded Research Experience for Undergraduates.

Before coming to Maryland Sea Grant in 2001, she served as a
marine science policy analyst at the U.S. Department of State while she was a diplomacy fellow with
the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Earlier, she was a manager for
environmental assessment at the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection where she
oversaw programs to inform policy decisions on dioxin contamination, ocean pollution, dredged
sediments, and other environmental problems. She was a consultant to the U.S. Commission on Ocean
Policy, focusing on aquatic invasive species and sediment management. She also serves as a board
member for the Mid-Atlantic Regional Association for Coastal Ocean Observing Systems and the
Northeast Regional Aquaculture Center.

Sherry Larkin, Ph.D.
Director, Florida Sea Grant, University of Florida

Dr. Sherry Larkin is a natural resource and environmental
economist tenured in the Food and Resource Economics
Department at UF. She held an administrative appointment as an
Associate Dean for Research and Associated Director of the Florida
Agricultural Experiment Station (FAES) until March 2020. She
currently serves as the director of the Florida Sea Grant College
Program.

Dr. Larkin has served as an elected member of the executive
committee for the International Institute of Fisheries Economics
and Trade (IIFET) and the president of the North American
Association of Fisheries Economics (NAAFE). She was also an
associate editor of the journal Marine Resource Economics from 2000-2015.

11



In the policy arena, Dr. Larkin has been actively involved in fisheries management by serving on the
Scientific and Statistical Committees (SSC) for both the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Councils. In addition to seafood and fisheries, Dr. Larkin’s research has studied the
economic valuation of non-market benefits associated with alternative production techniques in
farming and forestry, programs to improve water quality (including harmful algal blooms), and the
impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Mona V. Behl, Ph.D.
Director, Virginia Sea Grant, Virginia Institute of Marine Science

Dr. Mona Behl is the director of Virginia Sea Grant (VASG). Prior
to joining VASG, for ten years Dr. Behl served as associate
director of Georgia Sea Grant, where she secured millions of
dollars in funding for the program and co-founded Sea Grant’s
first Community-Engaged Internship program, among other
successes.

Dr. Behl also held public service and academic appointments at
the University of Georgia and serves as a non-residential policy
fellow with the American Meteorological Society. With over a
decade of experience and achievements in the Sea Grant
network, Behl brings with her an essential foundation to
successfully lead Virginia Sea Grant.

Potential Questions:
e Do all Sea Grant programs operate the same in terms of competitive research opportunities?
e Arethere shared opportunities for students and early-career scientists at Sea Grant Programs
and NAML labs?

12



/~ 11:45 am: Coastal Zone Management: Priorities and I

Director, Federal Affairs, Coastal States Organization )

Opportunities

Rebecca Dennis

Potential Questions:

Rebecca Dennis is CSO’s Director of Federal Affairs. In her role,
she leads the development and implementation of CSO’s
legislative strategy.

She comes to CSO with over a decade of experience working
on legislative affairs and strategic communications. She most
recently served as the Associate Director of US Policy and
Advocacy for PAI, where she worked to advance global health
and gender equity. Originally from Michigan, she holds a BA In
International Affairs from Michigan State University, where
she focused on human rights and environmental policy, and an
MA from The George Washington University.

e Areyou looking to partner with organizations like NAML, either on the ground or in advocacy
work? If so, how would we go about developing those partnerships?
e How does CSO identify and develop its priorities?

13



Key Congressional Committees for NAML

4 Appropriations Committees )

The Appropriations Committee decides funding levels for federal departments and agencies. It is also
responsible for supplemental spending bills, which are drafted on an as-needed basis to compensate
for emergency expenses. )

House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science
Website (majority): https://appropriations.house.gov/
Website (minority): https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/

Majority Minority

Rep. Hal Rogers (R-KY-5), Chair Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY-6), Ranking Member
Rep. John Carter (R-TX-31) Rep. Glenn Ivey (D-MD-4)

Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-TX-23) Rep. Joe Morelle (D-NY-25)

Rep. Andrew Clyde (R-GA-9) Rep. Madeleine Dean (D-PA-4)

Rep. Mark Alford (R-MO-4) Rep. Frank Mrvan (D-IN-1)

Rep. Dale Strong (R-AL-5), Vice Chair
Rep. Riley Moore (R-WV-2)

Senate Appropriations Committee

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science
Website: https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/

Majority Minority

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS), Chair Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Ranking
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI)

Sen. Susan Collins, Full Committee Chair (R-ME) Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE)

Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI)

Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA) Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR)

Sen. Bill Hagerty (R-TN) Sen. Gary Peters (D-Ml)

Sen. Katie Britt (R-AL) Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)

Sen. Deb Fischer (R-NE)

14



Authorizing Committees

-

The committee considers legislation about American energy production, mineral lands and mining,
fisheries and wildlife, public lands, oceans, Native Americans, irrigation and reclamation.

House Natural Resources Committee \

Website (majority): https://naturalresources.house.gov/

K Website (minority): https://democrats-naturalresources.house.gov/ /
Majority Minority
Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR-4), Chair Rep. Jared Huffman (D-CA-2), Ranking Member
Rep. Rob Wittman (R-VA-1), Vice Chair Rep. Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ-7)
Rep. Tom McClintock (R-CA-5) Rep. Joe Neguse (D-CO-2)
Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ-9) Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-NM-3)
Rep. Amata Coleman Radewagen (R-AS-1) Rep. Melanie Stansbury (D-NM-1)
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1) Rep. Val Hoyle (D-OR-4)
Rep. Daniel Webster (R-FL-11) Rep. Seth Magaziner (D-RI-2)
Rep. Russ Fulcher (R-ID-1) Rep. Nydia M. Veldzquez (D-NY-7)
Rep. Pete Stauber (R-MN-8) Rep. Debbie Dingell (D-MI-6)
Rep. Tom Tiffany (R-WI-7) Rep. Adam Gray (D-CA-13)
Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-CO-3) Rep. Sarah Elfreth (D-MD-3)
Rep. Cliff Bentz (R-OR-2) Rep. Maxine Dexter (D-OR-3)
Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-VA-2) Rep. Yassamin Ansari (D-AZ-3)
Rep. Wesley Hunt (R-TX-38) Rep. Julia Brownley (D-CA-26)
Rep. Mike Collins (R-GA-10) Rep. Darren Soto (D-FL-9)
Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-WY-1) Rep. Dave Min (D-CA-47)
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-2) Rep. Jared Golden (D-ME-2)
Rep. Tim Walberg (R-MI-5) Rep. Pablo José Hernandez Rivera (D-PR)
Rep. Mike Ezell (R-MI-4) Rep. Emily Randall (D-WA-6)
Rep. Celeste Maloy (R-UT-2) Rep. Emily Randall (D-WA-6)
Rep. Addison McDowell (R-NC-6) Rep. Luz Rivas (D-CA-29)
Rep. Jeff Crank (R-CO-5)
Rep. Nick Begich (R-AK-1)
Rep. Jeff Hurd (R-CO-3)
Rep. Mike Kennedy (R-UT-3)
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-

House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology

The committee has jurisdiction over much of non-defense federal research and development. This
includes exclusive jurisdiction over NASA, NSF, NIST, and OSTP and the research and development
\activities of agencies including NOAA, DOE, and EPA.

)

Website (majority): https://science.house.gov/
Website (minority): https://democrats-science.house.gov/

Majority Minority

Rep. Brian Babin (R-TX-36), Chair Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-18), Ranking Member
Rep. Randy Weber (R-TX-14) Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR-1)
Rep. Jim Baird (R-IN-04) Rep. Haley Stevens (D-MI-11)

Rep. Daniel Webster (R-FL-11) Rep. Deborah Ross (D-NC-2)

Rep. Jay Obernolte (R-CA-23) Rep. Andrea Salinas (D-OR-06)

Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN-3) Rep. Val Foushee (D-NC-04)

Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA-48) Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-OH-13)

Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-NY-24) Rep. Maxwell Frost (D-FL-10)

Rep. Scott Franklin (R-FL-18) Rep. Gabe Amo (D-RI-1)

Rep. Max Miller (R-OH-07) Rep. Suhas Subramanyam (D-VA-10)
Rep. Rich McCormick (R-GA-06) Rep. Luz Rivas (D-CA-29)

Rep. Mike Collins (R-GA-10) Rep. Sylvester Turner (D-TX-18)

Rep. Vince Fong (R-CA-20) Rep. Sarah McBride (D-DE-1)

Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC-7) Rep. Laura Gillen (D-NY-4)

Rep. Keith Self (R-TX-3) Rep. George Whitesides (D-CA-27)
Rep. Pat Harrigan (R-NC-10) Rep. Laura Friedman (D-CA-30)

Rep. Sheri Biggs (R-SC-3) Rep. April McClain-Delaney (D-MD-6)
Rep. Jeff Hurd (R-CO-3) Rep. Josh Riley (D-NY-19)

Rep. Mike Haridopolos (R-FL-8)
Rep. Mike Kennedy (R-UT-3)
Rep. Nick Begich (R-AK-1)

Rep. Matt Van Epps (R-TN-7)
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-

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation

~

The Senate Commerce Committee authorizes the programs of NOAA, NSF, NASA, NIST, and OSTP. This
includes marine and ocean navigation, safety, and transportation; marine fisheries; non-military

aeronautical and space sciences; ocean, weather, and atmospheric activities; science, engineering, and
technology research and development and policy; and transportation and commerce aspects of Outer
Continental Shelf lands.

)

Website (majority): https://www.commerce.senate.gov/
Website (minority): https://www.commerce.senate.gov/minority

Majority

Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.

Ted Cruz (R-TX), Chair
John Thune (R-SD)

Roger Wicker (R-MS)
Deb Fischer (R-NE)

Jerry Moran (R-KS)

Dan Sullivan (R-AK)
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN)
Todd Young (R-IN)

Ted Budd (R-NC)

Eric Schmitt (R-MO)
John Curtis (R-UT)
Bernie Moreno (R-OH)
Tim Sheehy (R-MT)
Shelly Moore Capito (R-WV)
Cynthia Lummis (R-WY)

Minority

Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.

Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Ranking Member
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)
Brian Schatz (D-HI)

Ed Markey (D-MA)

Gary Peters (D-Ml)

Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
Tammy Duckworth (D-IL)
Jacky Rosen (D-NV)

Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM)
John Hickenlooper (D-CO)
John Fetterman (D-PA)
Andy Kim (D-NJ)

Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE)
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